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Welcome to historic Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

2901 N. Highland Ave., Tampa, FL. 33602 
www.ZionLutheranTampa.com 

813-228-8272 to leave message or for emergency call: 

Rev. Kenneth Redmann, Pastor 941-457-7576 (cell) 

revredmann@gmail.com 

 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2026 

 

 

In Christian Love: A Statement on the Lord’s Supper 

  

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church believes, teaches, and confesses that in the Sacrament 

of the Altar—also known as the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, and Communion—we receive the 

true body and true blood of Christ given to us under the bread and the wine for the forgiveness of 

our sins and for the strengthening of our union with Him and with one another. The Lord Jesus 

Christ invites sinners to His table, sinners who repent of their sins and trust His promises. Christ 

Himself makes sinners worthy of receiving His good gifts in this Sacrament. 

  

In Christian love, we are compelled to share that Scripture does warn us that it is possible 

to receive this Sacrament unworthily! So, what does this mean for us? It all comes down to our 

Lord’s own Words when He instituted the Sacrament: “Take, eat; this is My body,” and, “This 

cup is the new covenant in My blood” (Matthew 26:26; 1 Corinthians 11:25). The Apostle Paul 

says that “anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 

judgment on himself” (see 1 Corinthians 11:27–32). This is especially true when we ignore, 

redefine, or disbelieve the words of Jesus, which we, as one body, confess to be true.  

 

Therefore, we ask, please, that those who are not yet instructed, who are in doubt, or who 

hold to a confession different from that of this congregation and of the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod first speak with the Pastor. 

 

 Even if you discern not to receive the Sacrament, we invite you to approach the altar rail 

and receive a blessing! Everyone who comes to our Church is a blessing to us, and we wish to 

bless you in return. Please simply cross your arms over your chest to receive the blessing from the 

Lord. Thank you, in Christian love.  

http://www.zionlutherantampa.com/
mailto:revredmann@gmail.com
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The Preparation of our hearts and minds: 
 

 

The Preaching of the Word of Christ Bears the Good Fruits of Faith and Love 

 

As “the rain and the snow come down from heaven” and “water the earth, making it bring forth 

and sprout” (Is. 55:10), so the Word of God accomplishes the purpose for which He speaks it, 

granting joy and peace through the forgiveness of sins and producing the fruits of faith and love 

in those who are called by His name. Christ Jesus, the incarnate Word, has established the name 

of the Lord as “an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Is. 55:13). He opens our ears to 

hear, our minds to understand and our hearts to believe His Word, lest the evil one come and 

snatch it away. He thus transforms our rocky hearts into good soil, which clings to the Gospel and 

“indeed bears fruit” (Matt. 13:23). He is Himself the firstfruits of all who “have received the 

Spirit of adoption as sons” (Rom. 8:15). Thus being “led by the Spirit of God,” we are not afraid, 

but we cry out in faith to our Father in heaven (Rom. 8:14–15). For as we suffer with Christ, the 

beloved Son, so shall we “also be glorified with him” (Rom. 8:17). 

 
 
  
The Preparation and Sharing the Peace   
 
Please Stand 
 

Hymn  We’re Together Again  (located on the front inside cover of: This Far By Faith hymnal) 
 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

We joyfully greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph 4:1-3). 

 

Be Seated 

 

 

(Order of Worship is taken from Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting 3, pg 184) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

901     Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Please Stand 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 

grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Be Seated 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
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and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem     May God Bestow on Us His Grace 
 

1 May God bestow on us His grace, 

    With blessings rich provide us; 

And may the brightness of His face 

    To life eternal guide us, 

That we His saving health may know, 

    His gracious will and pleasure, 

And also to the nations show 

    Christ’s riches without measure 

And unto God convert them. 

 

2 Thine over all shall be the praise 

    And thanks of ev’ry nation; 

And all the world with joy shall raise 

    The voice of exultation. 

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, 

    Nor suffer sin to flourish; 

Thy people’s pasture is Thy Word 

    Their souls to feed and nourish, 

In righteous paths to keep them. 

 

 3 O let the people praise Thy worth, 

    In all good works increasing; 

The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, 

    Thy Word is rich in blessing. 

May God the Father, God the Son, 

    And God the Spirit bless us! 

Let all the world praise Him alone, 

    Let solemn awe possess us. 

Now let our hearts say, “Amen!” 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Epistle Romans 8:12–17 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if 

you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you 
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did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 

with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please Stand 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds 

gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as 

he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds 

fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since 

they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no 

root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. 

This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 

who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but 

endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves 
unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 

in another thirty.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be Seated 

 

577     Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 
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Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon:          Pondering the Incomprehensible          Rev. Kenneth Redmann 
 

Please Stand 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Offering 
 

When you come forward for Holy Communion, please place your tithes and gifts in the Offering plate at the 

front of the left pew. 
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Prayer of the Church 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

 

L:  Merciful Lord, we give You thanks for the many blessings You pour out upon us. Preserve us 

by Your Word, that our faith might not be choked by the cares of the world and the deceitfulness 

of riches, but that we may use all Your gifts in faithful service to You and our neighbors. Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Lord of life, continue to sow Your Word through the fields of the earth. Bless pastors and 

missionaries as they proclaim Your truth. Especially, we pray, be with James and Kevin as they 

seek Your divine guidance into the Office of Holy Ministry. Prepare the hearts of all who hear to 

believe and yield abundant fruit. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Heavenly Father, bless parents, especially we remember Leona, with faithfulness as they plant 

Your Word into their children, that they may grow steadfast among the cares and troubles of this 

world. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

L:  O Lord, look with mercy upon those who suffer from illness of body or mind. [Be especially 

with Shareese and Sheryl, and those we remember silently__.] Give them healing. Comfort them 

with Your presence. Grant them patience to endure suffering, and assure them at all times that 

they are Your dear children and that the glory of Christ awaits them. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 
L:  Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 

as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Bless all the dear faithful ones gathered here this morning 

[___________ ]. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that 

Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer 

 

L:  Holy God, You provide bread for the eater and Your Word for our salvation. By Your grace, 

give us this day Your Son’s body and blood, that we may have joy and peace in God’s loving 

care. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, 

honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

ALL:  Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Be Seated 
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618     I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table sts. 1, ref, 4 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000932 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Please Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
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A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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Be Seated 

 

923     Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Be Seated 
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The Promise of our Lord: 
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, (or 

imagine) according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by 

Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen (Eph 3:20-21 KJV). 
 
 

Thank you! 
 

We  are so blessed to have you worship with us! 
 

CALENDAR of MINISTRY EVENTS: 
 

July Sun  12 8:00am Divine Service with Holy Communion  

   9:15am Bible Study  

   10:00am We adjourn to serve and love our neighbors 

 Mon  13 7:00pm Bible Study, verse by verse in Matthew with James Halfacer 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Pastor and Linda will be on vacation and pastor will not be having office hours 

during July 13-17 

 

UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS: 
 

July Sun  19 8:00am Divine Service with Holy Communion  

   9:15am Bible Study  

   10:00am We adjourn to serve and love our neighbors 

 Mon  20 1-6:30pm Office hours*** 

   7:00pm Bible Study, verse by verse in Matthew with James Halfacer 

 Thur  23 10:00am Have whiteboard will be with James and Leona 

   2-6:30pm Office hours*** 

 Fri  24 11:00am Have whiteboard will travel to Homossa Springs for AIC* 

 

*AIC = Adult Information Class 

***Please call or text Pastor to let you in the building  

 

**************************************************************************** 

AUGUST 12-14 CHET’S TERMITE WILL TENT THE CHURCH FOR TREATMENT 
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SERVANTS of THE LORD for TODAY: 
 Organist:  Linda Redmann   Tambourine:  Paula Lewis 

 Lector:  James Halfacer   Liturgist: Kevin Aponte 

 Greeter/Usher:  Don Campbell  Counter: Sarah Brown 

 Asst. Counter: Paula Lewis   Altar Guild: Sheryl Herold 

 Soloist:  Kevin Aponte 

 Elder & Communion Asst.: Kevin Aponte 

 

The RICHES of our Liturgy • The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 
What do the parts of the liturgy mean? This is a frequently asked question; maybe you have asked 

that question yourself. The following descriptions of worship and the parts of liturgy were first published in 

an article by the former Commission on Worship for the Reporter Insert entitled  

“Taking a Tour of Heaven.” 

 

Worship is like no place else in this world. 
But there is one place that it does resemble, and that is heaven 

 

Confession and Absolution 

We can indeed approach God with confidence. And yet, because we stand on this side of our Lord’s final 

return, we still have with us the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh. We have not yet faced the final 

judgment. 

And so, with sin still working in us, the condemnation of God’s Law must still confront us, lest we have any 

delusions that we might have something to boast of before our mighty Judge. 

Above all else, Confession and Absolution keep us honest — honest with ourselves and honest before God. 

The act of confession is not some work that we lay before the Father’s throne; rather, it is the simple 

acknowledgment that God’s Word is true and right and that when we measure ourselves against its demands, 

we come up short. 

God’s Word says “you shall not give false testimony,” but in truth we have lied and gossiped and slandered. 

And so, the Christian confesses: “Lord, Your Word is true; I have sinned.” 

There are three basic ways to handle sin and guilt. One is to ignore or minimize them. We’ve all been 

tempted in that direction more than a few times. Isn’t that, after all, what our sinful human nature is all 

about? 

Another way is to institutionalize them, especially the guilt part. After all, if you can keep people feeling just 

guilty enough, you will keep them coming back for more. 

The third way is to give sin and guilt their proper due, and then to silence them. That is the way of God’s 

absolution. With his forgiveness, our sin is removed from us as far as the east is from the west. 

Christians know that, but they also need to hear it often. We need to be reminded that those familiar words, 

“I forgive you all your sins,” are not just some impersonal announcement. They say what they mean and 

accomplish what they promise. Jesus himself said to his disciples that the sins they forgive are forgiven 

(John 20:23). 

The last and greatest absolution that will ever be spoken to us will be at the last judgment. In the final pages 

of the Chronicles of Narnia, C.S. Lewis provides a marvelous description of this event. 
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As each individual comes before Aslan — the lion who is Lewis’ figure for Christ — one of two things 

happens: either the person gazes directly into Aslan’s face and recognizes his forgiving countenance, or, 

upon seeing the lion’s stern demeanor, passes into his long shadow, forever to be separated from Christ. 

In the Confession and Absolution we are being readied for our appearance before Christ on the Last Day. 

And hidden behind those comforting words that our sins are forgiven is the invitation, “Come, you who are 

blessed by my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34). 

When our Lord speaks those words to us at the Last Day, Confession and Absolution as we know it will 

cease, for we will then bask in the eternal absolution of the Lamb. 

 

Lutherans for Life 
 

July 12 – Pentecost 7 – Oh, how many sins against life occur because the devil has snatched the 

Word of God from peoples’ hearts and because the cares of this earthly life choke out the Word 

(Matthew 13:19-22)! We are often tempted to withhold preaching the Word to some, thinking 

that we know which people will believe and bear fruit. However, God calls us to continue casting 

out His Word onto every type of soil, knowing that His Word never returns to Him empty and 

will accomplish His purpose (Isaiah 55:11), sometimes in the most unlikely of places. 

 

We’re Together Again 
We’re together again… 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet  

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near (Hebrews 10:23-25). 

 

Praising the Lord… 
18 Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be created may praise the  

Lord (Psalm 102:18). 

 

in one accord… 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though  

many, are one body, so it is with Christ (I Corinthians 12:12). 

 

Something good is gonna happen… 
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28). 

 

Something good is in store… 
16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that  

we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? (I Corinthians 10:16). 


