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Welcome to historic Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

2901 N. Highland Ave., Tampa, FL. 33602 
www.ZionLutheranTampa.com 

813-228-8272 to leave message or for emergency call: 

Rev. Kenneth Redmann, Pastor 941-457-7576 (cell) 

revredmann@gmail.com 

 

The Holy Trinity 
May 31, 2026 

 
 

In Christian love: A Statement on the Lord’s Supper 

 

 Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church believes, teaches, and confesses that in the Sacrament 

of the Altar—also known as the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, and Communion—we receive the 

true body and true blood of Christ given to us under the bread and the wine for the forgiveness of 

our sins and for the strengthening of our union with Him and with one another. The Lord Jesus 

Christ invites sinners to His table, sinners who repent of their sins and trust His promises. Christ 

Himself makes sinners worthy of receiving His good gifts in this Sacrament. 

 

 In Christian love, we are compelled to share that Scripture does warn us that it is possible 

to receive this Sacrament unworthily! So, what does this mean for us? It all comes down to our 

Lord’s own Words when He instituted the Sacrament: “Take, eat; this is My body,” and, “This 

cup is the new covenant in My blood” (Matthew 26:26; 1 Corinthians 11:25). The Apostle Paul 

says that “anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 

judgment on himself” (see 1 Corinthians 11:27–32). This is especially true when we ignore, 

redefine, or disbelieve the words of Jesus, which we, as one body, confess to be true.  

 

Therefore, we ask, please, that those who are not yet instructed, who are in doubt, or who 

hold to a confession different from that of this congregation and of the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod first speak with the Pastor. 

 

 Even if you discern not to receive the Sacrament, we invite you to approach the altar rail 

and receive a blessing! Everyone who comes to our Church is a blessing to us, and we wish to 

bless you in return. Please simply cross your arms over your chest to receive the blessing from the 

Lord. Thank you, in Christian love.  

http://www.zionlutherantampa.com/
mailto:revredmann@gmail.com
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We Prepare our hearts and minds with a summary of the 
readings for the day: 
 

The Holy Triune God Recreates Us in the Image and Likeness of Christ Jesus 

 

The holy Triune God “created the heavens and the earth,” and “behold, it was very good” (Gen. 

1:1, 31). However, after Adam and Eve fell into sin and plunged God’s good creation into decay 

and death, the Son of God would be “delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God” to be “crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:23). As 

Jesus “received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:33), He also raises up all 

the baptized and pours out the Spirit upon them through the preaching of His Gospel. He sends 

out His apostles to “make disciples of all nations” by “baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” and “teaching them to observe all that [He has] 
commanded” (Matt. 28:19–20). Through such baptizing and teaching — Gospel and Sacraments 

— the holy Triune God recreates us in the image and likeness of His incarnate Son, Jesus, the 

Christ, and behold, it is “very good” (Gen. 1:31). 

 
The Preparation Hymn and Sharing the Peace   

 
Please Stand 
 

Hymn: We’re Together Again  (located on the front inside cover of: This Far By Faith hymnal) 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

We joyfully greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph 4:1-3). 

 

Be Seated 

 
(Order of Worship is taken from Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting 3, pg 184) 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
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810     O God of God, O Light of Light sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, alt. 
Tune: Johann Störls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Please Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the 

eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of 

the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for 

You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Be Seatd 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and 

void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 

good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under 

the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the 

expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 

were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

 11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing 

fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth 

brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing 
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fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13And 

there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 

the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them be 

lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God 

made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—

and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to 

rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 

that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the great sea creatures 

and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, 

and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed 

them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 

the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—

livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 
25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to 

their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that 

it was good. 

 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 

 male and female he created them. 

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. 

You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 

every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and 

behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the seventh 

day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 

that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 

from all his work that he had done in creation. 

4These are the generations 

of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Anthem:    Father, Most Holy 
 

1 Father most holy, merciful, and tender; 

Jesus, our Savior, with the Father reigning; 

Spirit of comfort, advocate, defender, 

    Light never waning; 

 

2 Trinity blessèd, unity unshaken, 

Goodness unbounded, very God of heaven, 

Light of the angels, joy of those forsaken, 

    Hope of all living, 

 

3 Maker of all things, all Thy creatures praise Thee; 

All for Thy worship were and are created; 

Now, as we also worship Thee devoutly, 

    Hear Thou our voices. 

 

 4 Lord God Almighty, unto Thee be glory, 

One in three persons, over all exalted! 

Glory we offer, praise Thee and adore Thee, 

    Now and forever. 
 
Text: Latin, c. 10th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867–1936, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Second Reading Acts 2:14a, 22–36 
 14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .  

 22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 

know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 

you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs 

of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

 for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

 my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

 or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28You have made known to me the paths of life; 

 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died 

and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet, and knowing 

that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 
31he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, 
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nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 
33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 
34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

 35until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.     

 

Please Stand 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 28:16–20 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

  

 
  

 16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said 

to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Athanasian Creed 
L Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic [universal] faith. 

C Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally. 

L And the catholic [universal] faith is this, 

C that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the 

persons nor dividing the substance. 

L For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

C But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory 

equal, the majesty coeternal. 
L Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

C the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

L the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

C the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

L And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

C just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one 

Infinite. 

L In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 

C and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

L So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

C and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

L So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

C and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

L Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as 

God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there are three 

Gods or Lords. 

C The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

L The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

C The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor 

begotten, but proceeding. 

L Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not 

three Holy Spirits. 

C And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than 

another; 

L but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all things, 

as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 
C Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

L But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

L He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, born 

from the substance of His mother in this age: 
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C perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 

L equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His 

humanity. 

C Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

L one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of 

the humanity into God; 
C one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

L For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

C who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the 

dead, 

L ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from 

whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
C At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account 

concerning their own deeds. 

L And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil 

into eternal fire. 

C This is the catholic [universal] faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly 

cannot be saved.        

 
Be Seated 
 

979     God, Whose Almighty Word 
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Text: John Marriott,  

1780–1825 Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96  
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon               Crown in Glory and Honor          Rev. Kenneth Redmann 
 

Please Stand 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

Offering 
 

When you come forward for Holy Communion, please place your tithes and gifts in the Offering plate at the 

front left pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

 

L:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth, we bless Your name. You have called us out of darkness 

into Your marvelous light. Guard Your Church, purchased with the precious blood of Jesus 

Christ. Keep her in the true faith, without error, schism or compromise, until that day when You 

welcome her home as Your spotless bride. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Loving Lord, You promise to be with Your people always, to the end of the age. Comfort 

those afflicted in body or mind, soul or spirit [especially _____________]. Give them grace to 

entrust themselves into Your Son’s loving hands and await relief according to Your good and 

gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 

paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 

knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer 

 

L:  Father, in the blessed Sacrament Your Son gives His body as the bread of heaven and His 

blood as the cup of salvation. Help us to receive this blessed Sacrament with faith and show forth 
the fruits of the Spirit in lives of faith, repentance and goodness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Lord God, heavenly Father, You have called Your Church from every tribe and nation. Grant 

that Your people throughout the world would rejoice in the death and resurrection of Christ and 

live as those who have died and risen with Him in Holy Baptism; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

ALL:  Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who with Your only-begotten Son 

and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we 

worship the Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Be Seated 
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618     I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000932  
Tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution 
 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins. 

Amen. 

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Please Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
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A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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Be Seated 

 

830     Spread the Reign of God the Lord sts. 1–4 

 

 
 
Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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****************************************************************************** 

 
The Promise of our Lord: 
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, (or 

imagine) according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by 

Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen (Eph 3:20-21 KJV). 
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Thank you! 
 

We  are so blessed to have you worship with us! 
 

SERVANTS of THE LORD for TODAY: 

Organist: Linda Redmann 

Tambourine: Paula Lewis 

Lector: James Halfacer 
Liturgist: Kevin Aponte 

Flutist: Kelly Guerrieri 
Trio: Linda Redmann, Kevin Aponte, Kelly Guerrieri 

Counter: Sarah Brown 

Asst. Counter: Paula Lewis 
Altar Guild: Sheryl Herold 

 
CALENDAR of MINISTRY EVENTS: 
 

May Sun  31 8:00am Divine Service with Holy Communion  

   9:15am Bible Study  

   10:00am We adjourn to serve and love our neighbors 

June Mon  1 11:00am (tentatively) Pastor Redmann and Pastor Mitch 

   1-6:30pm Office hours*** 

   7:00pm Bible Study, verse by verse in Matthew with James Halfacer 

 Thur  4 2-6:30pm Office hours*** 

 

***Please call or text Pastor to let you in the building 
 

UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS: 
 

June Sun 7 8:00am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

   9:15am Bible Study 

   10:00am We adjourn to serve and love our neighbors 

 Mon  8 11:00am (tentatively) Pastor Redmann and Pastor Mitch 

   1-6:30pm Ofice hours*** 

    7:00pm Bible Study, verse by verse in Matthew with James Halfacer 

 Thur  4 2-6:30pm Office hours*** 

 

***Please call or text Pastor to let you in the building 
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Lutherans for Life 
 

May 31 – The Holy Trinity: First Sunday after Pentecost – “O Lord, how majestic is Your name 

in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:1). The Triune God who made heaven and earth and all things, and who 

breathed into Adam the breath of life (Genesis 1), is the same God into whose name we are 

baptized—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19-20). This Jesus, who was 

crucified by men, but whom God raised from the dead (Acts 2:23-24), brings hope and courage to 

those who have lost their way in life. Through the forgiveness of sins in Christ, the past can no 

longer haunt us, and we are free to live in the light of God’s Word. Whether the woman facing an 

unexpected pregnancy, or the person who has received a terminal medical diagnosis, or the one 

who feels as though their life no longer has purpose or value, Jesus—the Lord of Life—will not 

forsake us. The promise of Christ stands: “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 

28:20). 

 

 

The RICHES of our Liturgy • The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 
What do the parts of the liturgy mean? This is a frequently asked question; maybe you have asked 

that question yourself. The following descriptions of worship and the parts of liturgy were first 

published in an article by the former Commission on Worship for the Reporter Insert entitled  

“Taking a Tour of Heaven.” 

Worship is like no place else in this world. 

But there is one place that it does resemble, and that is heaven 
 

Creed 

In the course of his earthly ministry, Jesus put this hard question to his disciples, “Who do you say that 

I am?” He wasn't asking for the opinions of the crowds. He wanted a confession of faith. 

In reality, this confession is no different than the confession of sins. In both, we acknowledge that what 

God has said is true. When we confess our sins, we acknowledge the truth that God speaks about us — 

that we are sinners. When we confess the faith of the church in the creed, our confession speaks about 

God — who he is and what he has done. 

In every age, the same question is put to the church: who do you say that I am? As we open our mouths 

and begin, “I believe in God, the Father Almighty ...,” we confess a profound truth that has passed over 

the lips of Christians in every generation. 

This confession of the Triune God is the property of no single individual, but of the whole church, 

including the whole company of heaven. There are more than a few saints and martyrs who put their 

lives on the line as they defended the truths that we confess in the creeds. 

Think of Athanasius, that faithful fourth-century pastor and confessor, who was exiled numerous times 

for his defense of the truth against the false teachers of his day. Or Luther, who stood firm against the 

combined might of the Roman Church and the Holy Roman Empire. 
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In our own day, there are faithful Christians who risk their lives — and sometimes die — to confess 

these truths. 

In the Revelation to St. John, we find confession going on in heaven. Just listen to the snippets of the 

grand confession that swirls around God's throne: 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 

who was and is and is to come! (4:8b) 

Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 

and by your will they existed and were created (4:11). 

Worthy are you to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 

and they shall reign on the earth (5:9-10). 

In the same way, as we stand on holy ground where Jesus comes in his Word and Sacraments, we join 

that noble company of saints and martyrs, confessing these holy truths concerning the Triune God. 

 

We’re Together Again 
 

together again… 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet  

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near (Hebrews 10:23-25). 

 

Praising the Lord… 
18 Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be created may praise the  

Lord (Psalm 102:18). 

 

in one accord… 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though  

many, are one body, so it is with Christ (I Corinthians 12:12). 

 

Something good is gonna happen… 
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28). 
 

Something good is in store… 
16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that  

we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? (I Corinthians 10:16). 


